
THE IOWA COLLEGE STUDENT AID COMMISSION (Iowa College Aid)  

 
A state agency with a Governor-appointed board of Commissioners, Iowa College Aid is the only agency in 
Iowa that works with all sectors of higher education.  
 
Their mission is to advocate for and support Iowa students as they explore, finance and complete 
educational opportunities beyond high school to increase family and community success. They view 
college access and success as among the most effective and sustainable tools for the State of Iowa in 
encouraging economic growth and fighting poverty.  
 

Iowa College Aid believes:  

• Everyone needs some sort of postsecondary training or education in order to be competitive in 
today’s job market and sustain one’s self and/or one’s family. Depending on student interest, ability, 
affordability, and community needs, postsecondary education and training encompasses everything 
from traditional four-year and graduate degrees to associate’s degrees and sub-associate’s • Iowa 
will not meet its skilled worker demands without engaging populations like adults, low income 
students, and students of color to enroll and complete degrees and credentials.  

 
  • Increased college attainment levels are highly correlated with an increase in positive  
    community indicators like increased income, employment, home ownership, voting,  
    volunteerism, reading levels for children, and exercising.  
 
Planning Grant Application  

Iowa College Student Aid Commission (Iowa College Aid) has Planning Grants available, ranging between 
$5,000 and $10,000, to conduct a strategic planning process to organize and initiate a community-based local 
college access network (LCAN). The purpose of these LCANs is to increase the college attainment of 
particular communities in Iowa as part of the College Changes Everything initiative. The process for this 
Planning Grant and subsequent Launch Grants (available to selected communities) has been adapted from the 
successful LCAN structure pioneered by the Michigan College Access Network (MCAN), using the Collective 
Impact framework for local cross-sector collaboration to solve complex social problems. 
 
Resources  

In addition to the financial grant, Iowa College Aid will provide training and technical assistance to grant 
recipients. While the guidebook was written for Michigan, it was underwritten by the Lumina Foundation with 
the intent of providing a replicate framework for other states and communities. 

 
Defining a Local College Access Network  
Local College Access Networks (LCANs) are community-based college access coordinating bodies supported by a team of 

community and education leaders representing K-12, higher education, nonprofit sector, government, business, and 

philanthropy. These intermediary organizations are committed to building a college-going culture and dramatically 

increasing the college going/completion rates within their community. LCANs coordinate and expand programs, services 

and resources that lower barriers preventing students from pursuing postsecondary educational opportunities. LCANs 

organize community leaders around a singular vision and goal: Increase the community’s postsecondary educational 

attainment level to 70% by 2025 in order to lay the foundation for a vibrant economy, healthy community and strong 

workforce equipped to compete in a 21st Century global economy. The LCAN will set goals focused on student success, 

establish a system of data gathering and analysis, report results and hold partners accountable for performance. 


